['Cholesterol' guidelines (first revision) of the Dutch College of Family Physicians; response from internal medicine].
The deviations of the revised standard 'Cholesterol' of the Dutch College of General Practitioners from other recent Dutch and European consensus guidelines are disputable in that it advises, only to measure serum lipids if the person will be eligible for treatment with statins according to the risk tables and to omit repeated measurements, since there exist more reasons for serum cholesterol assay: adequate risk estimation for primary prevention without drug treatment, relation between degree of lipid lowering and reduction in risk, estimation of response and compliance during drug treatment and estimation of type of lipid disturbance. Also, repeated serum cholesterol determination improves detection of persons with hereditary hyperlipaemia. Finally, by refraining in advance from treating older persons the possible gains in individual cases are lost.